Memo To: A group of people who MIGHT be interested in a light weight canoe

From: Ron Frenette, Februarys22009

Quick Background:

For the past few years, and as much as it irritates me to say so, | simply find it
difficult to heave a canoe oveny head and walk off on a portage.
That said, | still enjoy the paddling and the annual canoe trip(s). So, although |
have always been surrounded by hulls of wood, | have been eyeing some of those
lighter weightcarbon fibre canoes.
Threeweeks ago, | wentot Burlington to pick up some computer cut moulds from
the guys who have the CNC mawhand who have been making tefor me for
5 years.
They have moved to a 9000 square foot shop and, | was impressed.
Actually more likeenvious !
Originally, they werenaking lightweight paddles for the Dragon Boats racing
teams. Somehow, they got involved with making some airplane parts and now
have moved on to making the body parts for a 2 person airplane.

In the new shop they .
have a stateof-the-art five
axis Ci& machine (image
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A few years ago, the guys
had bought a fibreglass
canoemould from
VoyaguerCanoes and
actually made us 8 hulls
(Bill Rubenstein and Steve
Squelch have one of these
canoes.)
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Theystopped making hulls becausizat mould is a two part affair and does not
work effectively with the vacuum bagging process which is the best way to go
when making hullsThere wasdo much frustration with holding the vacuum.

So, with all of this in mind, | realized that we all milgave an interesting
opportunity to get one of the light weight canoesatiouta whole lot less than
the cost of purchasing one at a retail facility.

The CNC machinethis is the device which would be used to create a PLidén which a mould is
GLIz £ SRE 2NJ all {Syéo

This machin@perates from a set of controls in a computer format known as DXF
(Drawing exchange format) and the head with the cutting bit ceove about in
every conceivable direction
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