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C A N O E D E S I G N S B Y S T E V E K I L L I N G

• Length  15'
• Maximum beam  35.2"
• Beam waterline  33.72"
• Beam gunnel  33.5"
• Bow height  22"
• Centre depth  13.5"
• Draft  4"
• Displacement  375 lbs.
• Wetted surface  26.8 sq.ft.
• Weight to immerse  132 lb/in
• Prismatic coefficient  0.550
• Weight  45 to 55 lbs.
• Keel-less or shoe keel

©Steve Killing Yacht Design Inc.  1997

Lines taken & Drawn by Steve Killing for

Ron Frenette, Canadian Canoes Ltd.

SPECIFICATIONS

D E S I G N B A S E D O N A 1 5 '  P R O S P E C T O R ' R A N G E R '  B U I L T B Y T H E C H E S T N U T C A N O E C O M P A N Y

The Prospector models built by the Chestnut Canoe Company were made in lengths from 12 to 18 ft.
filling a need for a canoe with greater carrying capacity than the Pleasure and Cruiser models but not as
large as the Freight canoes. 

This model, the 15’ 'Ranger' is a sweet shape and Ron Frenette of Canadian Canoes decided we
should have it in our catalogue. It has the same end shape and highly rockered hull of our 16’ Prospector.
With a flattened shallow arch bottom and full ends, the Ranger is stable, strong and a good load carrier. If
you are looking for a canoe in the fifteen foot range with some history and good all round paddling charac-
teristics, this might be the one you are looking for. 

15' Ranger
Traditional Pleasure Canoe 

SPECIFICATIONS

• Length  18'5.5"
• Maximum beam  32.2"
• Beam waterline  25.7"
• Bow height  15.5"
• Stern height  11.75"
• Centre depth  11.75"
• Draft  2.75" 
• Freeboard  12.75"
• Displacement  194 lbs.
• Wetted surface  21.55 sq.ft.
• Weight to immerse  99 lb/in
• Prismatic coefficient  0.514
• Weight  28+ lbs

© Designed by Steve Killing

Steve Killing Yacht Design

P.O. Box 755

Midland, Ontario  L4R 4P4

This racing C1 is designed to the marathon racing rules and hence the unusual shape. The wings just
aft of the middle of the boat are now commonplace on most C1 designs and are there to meet the beam
requirement of the rule. Forward and aft of that point the hull narrows quickly to reduce weight, wetted sur-
face and beam. The narrow beam just forward of the wings provides an ideal location to finish the paddling
stroke without having to reach over a wide gunnel. 

This construction project is for the advanced builder as the shapes to be planked around the wing are
challenging.

18'6" Marathon

SPECIFICATIONS

C A N O E D E S I G N S B Y S T E V E K I L L I N G

• Length  15'6.5"
• Maximum beam  35"
• Beam waterline  31.75"
• Bow height  20"
• Centre depth  13.5"
• Draft  4"
• Displacement  337 lbs.
• Wetted surface  22.85 sq.ft. 
• Weight to immerse  132 lb/in
• Prismatic coefficient  0.525
• Weight  45 to 55 lbs.

©Steve Killing Yacht Design 1999

Designed by Steve Killing 

for Ron Frenette, Canadian Canoes Ltd.1997

The Canadian Canoe Company just north of Toronto spearheaded this project in 1997. They love tra-
ditional boats but wanted a midsize hull that had a little more capacity than the 15 footers. This new design
quite obviously borrows some of its heritage from the Prospector series but is graced with a little more tum-
blehome in the hull sides and less curvature in the sheer. We think it is even better looking that the boats
you remember as a kid.

Don't let the cottage reference fool you, this boat is happy playing near the beach, on portages or off
on a two week canoe trip. It planks up beautifully and will make you look like a professional.

15"6" Cottage Cruising Canoe SPECIFICATIONS

D E S I G N B A S E D O N A 1 5 '  ' B O B ’ S S P E C I A L '  B U I L T B Y T H E C H E S T N U T C A N O E C O M P A N Y

• Length  15'
• Maximum beam  36"
• Beam waterline  33"
• Beam gunnel  34"
• Bow height  19.5"
• Centre Depth  13"
• Draft  4"
• Displacement  345 lbs.
• Wetted surface  25.9 sq.ft.
• Weight to immerse 122 lb/in
• Prismatic coefficient  .543
• Weight  45 to 50 lb
• Keel-less or shoe keel

© The Bear Mountain Boat Shop 1994

Lines taken by Ted Moores 7/1993

Modified & Drawn by Steve Killing  1994

"The Chestnut 50-lb. Special has been designed to meet a certain demand for an extremely light weight canoe
of good carrying capacity and has proved very popular. Owing to its width and flat bottom it is very steady and the
ends are low, making it easy to portage through the brush."  ...from the 1950 Chestnut Canoe Co. catalogue.

Forty years later it is one of their better known models, favoured by fishermen and solo trippers. The
moderate rocker and soft bilges make this a great canoe for traditional style solo paddling. 

In order to adapt to strip planking, some modifications to the original lines have been made. A shoe keel
was recommended on the original canoe because of the light weight ribs and planking. Since they are not
saying it is for directional stability, we can assume that the keel is optional. 

15' Bob's Special
Traditional Work & Pleasure Canoe


